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without mercy the lesson administered : The General
Strike is a general absurdity (Generahtreik Generalunsinn).
This was the situation when the war broke out*

The first half of the war we may neglect; there were
no developments, except in so far as the visible
collection, in the hands of the governments, of vast
quantities of arms, war material, and men seemed to
make those governments more irresistible than ever,
while the unforeseen and curious capitulation of the
liberal bourgeois forces to these same governments in
the sphere of constitutional liberties, by the willing
passing of various Defence of the Realm acts, added to
the general depression of spirits* Even to theorise of
such things as General Strikes seemed, under the
circumstances, ridiculous* The German Socialist has
one unusual quality: he scarcely ever overestimates his
own power* He did not on this occasion, and, up till the
end of 1916, his estimate of the disproportionate authority
of his government, and the disproportionate weakness
of himself, was so correct, so frank, and so entirely
undeniable as almost to disarm criticism* Then came
the Russian Revolution*

The Russian Revolution was calculated to upset all the
pre-conceived notions of the German comrades*
Eventually the Russian Revolution gave rise to the
German Revolution, but not by a process of simple
imitation* We must beware of reading the situation as
simply as that* The feelings of the German comrades